Department of Administrative Services

A Newsletter of the Food Distribution Program

From the Director:

It’s almost the end of another school year. I can’t believe how fast the
time goes. Our office has completed the truck roll ups for most of the
surveys. Some are due later in the year, so when you run the Requisi-
tion by Status Report those trucks will say “Awaiting SDA Roll Up.”
We’re keeping those open in hopes of finding other states to split the
trucks with us.

In April, I attended the American Commodity Distributors Associa-
tion (ACDA) Annual Conference in Denver. What a difference a year
makes. Last year, when I attended the conference, no one knew me,
and I didn’t know anyone. This year, I’'m a member of the Processing
Committee and chairperson of two sub-committees. I presented at
two sessions, and had several states come talk to me about the way
we do business in Connecticut. I was lucky enough to be able to
catch SNA President Ruth J. Jonen, SENS and ACDA President
Michael Gill and have my picture taken with them.

In other news, our state is being recognized as a national leader in utilizing ECOS to the Recipient Agency (RA) level. In
February, the State of New York came to Connecticut to learn how we do business. New Jersey is interested in coming to

Connecticut this summer for a demonstration also.

Processing:

Check out the Marketplace under “Pertinent Processing
Information” for procurement guidance material, processors
contact info and the value pass through they are approved for.
If you need end product pricing information, you need to
contact the processor or broker directly. In November 2004,
the USDA eliminated pricing information on the End Product
Data Schedules (EPDS), “because the pricing information on
EPDS is misleading. Many Recipients believe that the State
has sought competitive pricing in compliance with procurement
regulations, when in reality, the processing agreement and
instructions state the pricing represents the maximum amount a
processor could charge. Not understanding this, many
recipients could determine that processing donated foods is
prohibitively expensive.” To read the USDA Policy Memo in
it’s entirety, click on http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/policymemo/
pmfd038 SP-EPDS-PricingInfo.pdf

Important Reminder regarding Net Off Invoice:

If you are participating in Net Off Invoice (NOI) please
remember, sales verification is required by the federal govern-
ment. If youhaven’t verified your sales or don’t know how
to, please contact our office.

SLACis BACK:

Anyone interested in becoming a member of SLAC (School
Lunch Advisory Council) for SY 07/08, please email me at
Linda.Hubeny @ CT.GOV by June 16. The primary focus
of SLAC will be the processing program and how we can
make it better in Connecticut.

And More processing:

Our office had the final of four USDA Management Evalua-
tions in September. Management Evaluations are pretty much
an audit. This evaluation focused on the processing program.
Because our office has had so much turn over in the past few
years, we weren’t doing some things that are required by
federal regulations. The most important finding was that we
are not monitoring the balance of USDA Commodities. The
FDP computer programmers are working with Dan and the
USDA to develop an application that will assist Dan in moni-
toring the inventory balance at the processors and assist
Wayne in monitoring the commodities schools choose to store
in the warehouse. Once completed, we will send out an
ECOS Update explaining our procedures for monitoring the
inventory balance, and what will happen to balances that
exceed one year. We will also amend the FDP Handbook and
Business Rules.

Department of Defense Fresh Pilot Program for SY 07:
We have ten brave Food Services Directors that will be
piloting the DOD Fresh Program. They are, Jackie Schipke,
Madeleine Diker, Gail Sharry, Eileen Faustich, John Fratiello,
Lynn Alexander, Laura Halloran, Virginia Smelser, Betty
Sinko, and Marilyn Ricci. The DoD will be coming on June
1*to Connecticut to discuss the program and give us instruc-
tions on how to use their ordering system.

Enjoy your Summer!

This will be the last issue of Lunch Line for this school year. Our
firstissue for SY 07 will be in September. If you have any
questions, please contact our office at 860-256-2910, toll free
866-551-1895, or email us at Food.Communication @ CT.GOV
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