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Commissioner Linda Yelmini, Deputy Commissioner Anna Ficeto
and Executive Assistant Sandra Guerra hosted a holiday breakfast for
DAS employees on Wednesday, December 21.

Every kind of breakfast food was available along with coffee and tea.
There may even have been a few trays of cookies snuck into the
festivities.  As much food as there was, none of it survived past 10:00
in the morning.

“It just seemed like a nice thing to do,”
said Yelmini.  “I guess I got caught up in
the holiday season.”  Yelmini was also
celebrating her first year as
Commissioner of DAS.  Employees
from around the building came to the
Commissioner’s office for a quick snack
and to wish her happy holidays and
congratulate her on her anniversary.

“This is very thoughtful,” said one
guest.  “However I think I need to hit
the gym with all the food that’s been
around this week.”

Commissioner
Yelmini and Deputy

Commissioner
Ficeto Host

DAS Holiday
Breakfast

by John McKay
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The 2005 DAS Holiday Party
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By Donna Micklus

Isabelle McKinney sent kudos John
McKay’s way.  “John, what can I say—I
appreciate your help so much.  You always
make the Council look good. It’s a joy to
work with you!”

Maureen Blackburn thanked Anna Tara
and Jose Baez “for being so patient and
fixing my computer numerous times and so
fast. I have screwed up my computer a lot
and they have been more than great!
Thank goodness for them!”

Diane Ruggia of the Retirement Division
of the Comptroller’s Office applauded the
efforts of Mike Guimond, Alex Caceres
and Roy Wynne.  “I had a situation this
morning whereby we had to print, merge
data and deliver a mailing of 3800 pieces.
We were unable to complete this here
within the timeline we had.  Someone from
this agency contacted your department and
spoke with Mike Guimond. He was given
the information with regard to what we
needed as well as how quickly we needed
it completed.  We had less than 24 hrs.  He
was instructed to contact me with a status
as to whether this was possible for your
department.  Not only did he call me back
within 30 minutes to tell me that he had
coordinated everything we needed to get
this done and delivered as planned, he was
here immediately to pick up the materials.
The staff is extremely competent and
professional. Thank you again!”

Commissioner Linda Yelmini echoed
Diane Ruggia’s words of praise for Mike,
Alex and Roy:  “What a wonderful note.
Congratulations.  I am a member of the
Retirement Commission so I know how
important and time-sensitive this informa-
tion is.  It really meant a lot to them and it
was nice of Diane to acknowledge your
exemplary service.  Great job!”

Kudos from Isabelle McKinney for Peter
Varhol.  “I must say to you again how
much I appreciate your assistance with the
preparation of what became the “lecture
hall” for Dr. Wiggins’ lecture.   I was so
happy, relieved and grateful to walk into
the room and see that it was all set up and
ready.   Peter, your really helped me to
start my day right! Again, thanks much.”

A grateful thanks from Nancy Jones to the
Holiday Party Committee.  “I want to thank
the Committee members - Linda Shackett
Blue, Marisol and Franky Rivera, Karen
Rakowski and Ann Simeone for their hard
work.  She also thanks John McKay for all his
help with the party. Without them, the party
would not have happened, because I couldn’t
do it alone.  Special thanks to Santa and
Mrs.Claus,  aka Ed Burke and Susan
Pawloski-Burke, for their performance at the
Holiday Party, especially since Ed was feeling
a little under the weather and was a real
trooper!”

Isabelle McKinney had words of praise for
Donna Micklus.  “Another great issue of the
DAS Times!    Donna, I really love the layout
of the Rosa Parks article!  All our requests/
suggestions were included, and you made it
look beautiful and articulate.  You and your
staff are the best!!  Thanks much!!”  

Linda Hubeny applauded Fred Ondevilla,
Peter Varhol and Dan Sadowski. “This is a
great example of teamwork!  Rooms G17-19
were emptied by Fred, Peter, Dan, and
Wayne in record time due to the flood issue. 
DPW painted room 161 quickly.  I had the fax
and phones installed and I setup the chairs and
tables in room 161. Jose and company are
working on getting the computer setup.  Great
job everyone! Thanks!”

 
Many thanks from Carol Wilson to “Linda
Hubeny and the Property Management
Team and DPW for painting, cleaning and
furnishing the new DAS Procurement Bid and
Conference Room (Rm. 161) which is now
open and ready for use!”

 
Diane Preble hailed the work of Fred
Ondevilla, Peter Varhol, Dan Sadowski,
Wayne Stocking, Linda Hubeny, Anna Tara,
Jose Baez, and Brian Halloran.
“I want to thank all of you very much for all
the help you gave us in moving from the 5th
Floor to G-19. As you all know, I have moved
many times and this was a quick, quiet and
smooth move. You are all very good people
and workers.  A wonderful, safe, and happy
holiday to you and your families!

Many folks complemented the Diversity
Council for sponsoring Dr. Wiggins’ recent
lecture:

Deputy Commissioner Anna Ficeto praised
both Isabelle McKinney and Nancy
Bryant on the event.  “Congratulations to
you both on a fantastic event today.  Dr.
Wiggins was inspirational and enjoyed by
all who attended.”

From Cindy Mabry: “As always the Diver-
sity sessions are not only inspirational but
also educational.  I commend the entire
Diversity Committee on a job well done. So
far this has been my favorite - I give it five
stars!”

From Susan Castagna: “ This story was very
extraordinary and really held my interest.
My kudos go out to the Diversity Committee
for getting such a fine speaker to come to
DAS.  I look forward to reading his book.”

From Diane Ross Gary of the Department of
Education: “I am looking forward to reading
the book.  I do hope that the DAS Diversity
Council continues the positive works that
they do.  My time was well spent - thank
you very much.”

From Frankie Rivera: “I thank you and
everyone on the committee for a successful
and marvelous experience.”

From Mayme Casady: “He made us laugh,
he made us cry - he made us look to where
we use to be, where we are today, and
hopefully, where we can be tomorrow. Bring
Dr. Wiggins back!”



Happenings

With a very special thanks to the Isabelle McKinney and the
Diversity Council, DAS embraced the teachings and stories of
Dr. Jefferson Wiggins through “His Story”  on Thursday Decem-
ber 15. An author, lecturer, mentor and community leader,  Dr.
Wiggins shared with us his journey through life beginning with a
childhood in poverty in Alabama as one of 11 family members
living in a two-room shack. To escape destitution he ran off to
join the military at a not-yet-legal age of 15, serving in World
War II and then becoming one of very few black officers in the
Army and receiving a commission from General George Patton.
After leaving the military Wiggins taught for many years in
Alabama and New Jersey.  Since his retirement in 1991, he has
worked with school systems and colleges throughout Connecti-
cut, serving as a mentor, guest speaker and advisor.

Now an honorary doctor of Humane Letters and Multicultural
Educator of the Year for the State of Connecticut, Dr. Wiggins is
still inspiring many with his lectures on multicultural education
and his general belief that people CAN change their destiny.

After a roaring standing applause, Deputy Commissioner Anna
Ficeto presented Dr. Jefferson Wiggins with a proclamation
from Governor M. Jodi Rell heralding his teachings and lifetime
commitment to multicultural education, proclaiming December
15, 2005 Dr. Jefferson Wiggins Day. Dr. Wiggins story will be
portrayed in an upcoming Hallmark Hall of Fame movie presen-
tation. The part of a very influential person in his life, a librarian,
will be played by Susan Sarandon.

Dr. Wiggins will be 81 years young this coming  February. This
in itself is testimony that belief in oneself is the root of a long
productive life – Dr. Wiggins was an inspiration to all.

Dr. Jefferson Wiggins
Visits DAS
by Nina Ritson
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