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DAS Contract Information

The following contracts were issued over the last 15 days.

Contract Number: | Contract Name: For: Contract Term:
06PSX0088 Manufacturing Equipment for various Department of Education, All Using State | Date of Contract Award through
(T Technical High Schools Agencies and Political Subdivisions June 30, 2009
06PSX0091 Purchase of E85 Pick Up Trucks Department of Transportation Date of Award through
September 30, 2008
06PSX0108 Rubbish Removal Service DMR West Region May 1, 2006 through
May 30, 2009
06PSX0024 Safety Lighting and Warning Devices The Department of Transportation, Al From Date of Award through
Using state Agencies,Political Subdivi- December 31,2008
sions, and Not-For-Profits.
06PSX0077 Lawn Care Services for The CT State Library for the Blind | Connecticut State Library From date of Contract Award
& Physically Handicapped and Records Center through April 30, 2008
06PSX0054 Number 2, 4 & 6 Heating Oil CT Dept. of Administrative Services May 1, 2006 through
April 30, 2009
06PSX0139 Lawn Maintenance for Department of Motor Vehicles Department of Motor Vehicles May 1, 2006 through
November 30, 2009
06PSX0153 Lawn Maintenance for DMR Department of Mental Retardation Date of Award through
December 31, 2008
06PSX0029 Above and Underground Tank Tightness Testing CT Department of Public Works April 25, 2006 through March 31,
2009 for a total of three years.
06PSX0110 Purchase and Installation of Emergency Generators. CT Dept. of EMHS April 25, 2006 through
completed install.
06PSX0074 Aloe Touch Wipes DMR North Region Date of Award through
September 30, 2008
06PSX0125 Landscaping Services for Norwich State Hospital Department of Public Works Date of Award through
November 30, 2008

Contracts Expiring

Did you know that our state contracts are reviewed one to three months prior to the actual expiration date?
Click on the list of “Contracts Issued/Expiring In Last/Next 30/60/90/120 Days.” Choose the radio button marked “Expiring Contracts” and select
the time frame. Then click “Get Contracts,” That's all there is to it! Contract Search

Bid Notice Postings

To view the entire DAS bid notice listing, click on the following hyperlink to go to our web page DAS Bid Notices.
Certification Central

We have made it even easier for you to see which Connecticut vendors have recently become certified! Use the link we have provided to
access the listing of New Set-Aside Vendors certified in the last 7 days. The link below lists the company name, contact information,
product description and certification type for all Connecticut small businesses that were certified during the previous week.
http://www.das.state.ct.us/Purchase/ePartners/ep_whats new.asp#Vendors

Questions regarding the Supplier Diversity Program can be directed to Meg Yetishefsky, Supplier Diversity Manager, at
Meg.Yetishefsky@ct.gov or 860-713-5228.

Catalog

Shopping?

Use this link to access the listing of the vendors, contract numbers and contract

names that have been loaded into the Core-CT catalog.
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Who Should Write the “Specs’?

by Beau Grant

Who Should Write the “Specs™?

This may come as a surprise to some
managers, internal customers, and procure-
ment personnel, but procurement should
not be writing specifications!

It is the requestor’s job to write the specifi-
cation. It is procurement’s job to perform a
value analysis of the specification to ensure
that it is clear and complete. A value analysis
is the best way to fulfill the requestor’s
“need” (versus “want”) and ensure that the
specification allows for competition.

Some examples of actual specifications
submitted are: “Snow Fence”; “Purchase
one each John Deere Hydro Seeder Model
#888": “Dead Animal Collection Services”;
and “Dive Boat”!

A procurement officer would have to
possess psychic powers to determine the
missing elements of the request. Psychic
powers are not in any procurement position
description I've ever seen!

Simply put, procurement folks are not
qualified to write specifications. And yet, they
keep trying to do the requestor’s job and
get frustrated and blamed because it took
too long or the wrong product or service
was acquired. Does this ring a bell with
anyone?

Only the requestor can provide the
necessary information for a good specifica-
tion.

When | was a chief procurement officer, my
contract officers were constantly complain-
ing about having to request additional
information on about 70 percent of the
specifications received. When | spoke with
the requestors, they said they knew what
they wanted and needed but could never put
it into a specification that satisfied the
contract officers.

As a result, | developed a specification

writing class called “| Want a Car that
Hoats and Flies.” The class taught the
users how to write a functional specifica-
tion. The contract officers also attended.
| asked them all to write a specification
for a car that floats and flies, which
resulted in a barrage of the following
questions: Who is requesting it? What will
it be used for? How fast must it go? How
far? How many passengers? When?
Where? How will it be built, paid for,
delivered, maintained, operated, etc.?
That exercise demonstrated the funda-
mental questions that need to be
answered in a functional specification
that enables both the user and the
contract officer to better understand
each other and mutually evaluate the
specification. The user was much more
comfortable writing the specification and
the contract officer was better able to
conduct the value analysis of the
specification more quickly

There was more to the class than that,
but we were all talking the same lan-
guage for the first time and knew what
was needed for a good specification. By
the end of the class users were writing
meaningful, functional specs that made
sense and could be processed by
procurement. Processing times were
significantly reduced, and the requestor
was getting what they needed.

Is it something you could use?
Editor’s Note: Beau Grant, CPPO, is a
Master Instructor for the National
Institute of Governmental Purchasing
(NIGP) and President of Beau-Geste
Enterprises. DAS received permission
from the author to reprint this article.

NEW CONTRACT SPOTLIGHT

AWARD #06P5X0118 FOR ON-SITE
AND OFF-SITE SHREDDING SERVICES -
EFFECTIVE 5/31/06 - 6/1/09

A new contract #06PSX0118 for on-
site and off-site shredding services has
been awarded to Environmental Secu-
rity, Inc. doing business as Shred-It
Connecticut, which is an SBE certified
vendor -- and for off-site shredding
services only to Infoshred, LLC, which
is a WBE-certified vendor. The current
contract #03PSX0105 will expire on
May 31, 2006, and if your agency is
using one of the contracted vendors
which will not be under contract after
May 31, 2006 for on-site or off-site
shredding services, you'll need to
make preparations for the contract
changes.

In order to make preparations for the
new contractor changes, contact Jen
Lemke at Shred-It Connecticut at 1-
800-697-4733 for on-site and off-site
shredding services or Jack DiPiazza at
Infoshred, LLC at 1-888-800-1552 for
off-site shredding services.

Don’t delay! Contract #06PSX0118
will commence on May 31, 2006 so

make the appropriate arrangements
TODAY.

If you have any questions regarding
this contract please email
Susanne.Hawkins@ct.gov.
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CENTRAL PRINTING

" Offset printing

® Digital copies

® Color copies

® Binding, finishing, addressing
and mailing

® Delivery

® Coming soon - Online ordering

Letterhead, envelopes, business cards,
announcements, forms, brochures, posters, booklets,
manuals, cd covers and cds.

Ask about our graphic design, e-publishing, web

design and Flash production services.

For all your
printing
needs.
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Centrally Located at 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT
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