Weaned from the Bottle

This month a group named “Think Outside the Bottle” approached state capitol legisla-
tures with a petition that the state shouldn’t be purchasing bottle water and urged legisla-
tors to use tap water.

DAS Procurement couldn’t agree more. Years ago several bottled water contracts were
cancelled and currently the only contract administered by DAS is for specific instances
where tap water is either unavailable or the water has been labeled undrinkable. It’s
important to note that DAS oversees executive branch contracts where as the legislative
branch still has bottled water contracts and their separate legislative procurement policies.

DAS has also taken proactive measures to reduce the spending through its bottled water
contract. For Fiscal Year 2008-2009 purchases of bottled water reflected a 55% drop in
spending.

As aresult of the state budget situation, and as a follow-up to the Governor’s ongoing
directives surrounding spend reduction and purchasing freezes, this communication serves
as a reminder to all agencies that purchases for bottled water, water coolers, and related
water products have never been considered essential and should not be made using state
funds. This policy has been in effect for several decades, and unless your agency can pro-
vide lab results determining that the water in your building is unpotable, these purchases
should not be made.

It’s interesting to note that the New York Times has been running a series on how tap wa-
ter laws and regulations have been virtually untouched since the 70’s and 80’s. Read the
article here.

Doing Business with the State of Connecticut
This interactive workshop explains the benefits of becoming state-certified and
walks you through the process. It is easy and can be done online; The WBDC
and Connecticut’s Office of Supplier Diversity help you cut through the red

tape and open new doors for your business.

Teleclass Wednesday, January 27  12:00PM - 1:30PM  No charge

Contact: Kenyetta Banks A Program Manager A Women’s Business Develop-
ment Center A203.910.4663 ¥203.353.1084

} Bid Notice Postings } Contact Us


http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/17/us/17water.html?_r=1&scp=4&sq=water&st=cse
http://www.biznet.ct.gov/SupplierDiversity/SDSearch.aspx
http://www.das.state.ct.us/home/Messages/DASN_Notices_Display.asp?F_RecID=365
http://www.das.state.ct.us/Purchase/Portal/portal_Bids_Open.asp?F_Bid_Type=2
mailto:John.Mckay@ct.gov

Contracts over the last
15 Days

Click on the category to see the contract
Adobe Acrobat Required

09PSX0293 : Purchase of Envelopes, Plain and

Printed

For more information vist: www.das.state.ct.us

Trust in Training

In a continuing effort to keep DAS Procurement
staff up-to-date on the ever changing issues of the
day, training was provided to them on antitrust
compliance.

The training was conducted by Connecticut As-
sistant Attorney Generals Joe Nielsen and Chris
Haddad from the antitrust unit.

The training gave overviews of federal and state
antitrust laws, “red flags™ to look for in bid rigging
and price fixing, along with a number of hypo-
thetical situations that today’s procurement profes-
sional could face.

“Being educated on antitrust issues and having
the right tools to identify certain scenarios are all
part of the job,” said Procurement Director Carol
Wilson. “I’d like to thank the AG’s office for this
very informational — and free — training to my
staff.”

New Fuel Card Program

The Fuel Card Program, which is co-administered by
DAS and the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC) al-
lows state employee cardholders to make purchases for
fuel.

The awarded vendor will issue fuel cards and will es-
tablish a transaction processing, reporting and payment
system with respect to purchases of motor fuels by the
State’s fleet vehicle operations.

The awarded vendor will also provide the state with a
dedicated Relationship Manager who shall assist the
state through the migration phase of the Fuel Card
Program according to the timeline agreed upon by the
awarded vendor and the state. The Relationship Manager
will handle day-to-day issues and will have access to all
of the state’s program specifics in order to provide fast,
efficient service.

DAS and OSC are piloting the Fuel Card Program with
three agencies. Once the pilot has been completed and
DAS and OSC have had an opportunity to educate them-
selves on the program specifics, it will be rolled out to all
other agencies that are currently utilizing the fuel stan-
dardization transaction.

The Fuel Card Program has many advantages, and DAS
looks forward to implementing it statewide as well as
sharing it with our addendum agencies and non-profit
organizations.

For information regarding this program please contact:
Kerry DiMatteo, P-Card Administrator
(860) 713-5072 or via e-mail Kerry.Dimatteo@ct.gov

Want to Subscibe to
BuyLines?

Maybe the new look of BuyLines will inspire others

to subscribe. Maybe you know someone who could

benefit from our information. To subscirbe, visit our
website here, and follow the instructions.


http://www.das.state.ct.us/Purchase/Register/buylistsrv.asp
http://www.das.state.ct.us/Purchase/bl_Contract_display_detail.asp?F_Tran_Type=3&F_ID=14294



