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DAS Contract Information

The following contracts were issued during the week of October 24, 2005

Contract Number: [ Contract Name: For: Contract Term:
05PSX0080 Rental of Various Types of Roadway Construction Department of Transportation Date of Award through
Equipment October 31, 2007
05PSX0192 Installation of Asphaltic Plug Expansion Joint Systems & | Department of Transportation Date of Award through
Elastomeric Concrete Expansion Joint Systems April 30, 2007
05PSX0217 Pavement Marking Paint - White & Yellow Department of Transportation Date of Award through
September 30, 2008
05PSX0226 Rental of Trucks 32,000 GVWR with OPERATORS for the Department of Transportation Date of Award through
Winter Season 2005/2006 for Snow Plowing Services on May 31, 2008
State Highways
05PSX0235 Micro-Surfacing of Roadways Department of Transportation Date of Award through
November 30, 2006
05PSX0268 Custodial Services Department of Transportation November 1, 2005 through
October 31, 2008
05PSX0286 Purchase of a Single Reach Truck 4,000 Ib Capacity Department of Transportation Date of Award through
September 30, 2007
05PSX0296 Snow Removal Services for Troop K Department of Public Works November 1, 2005 through
April 30, 2007
05PSX0309 20 W - 20 KW Combination Generator, Emergency Light Dept. of Emergency Management and November 2, 2005 through
Tower with trailer Homeland Security October 31, 2006
05PSX0317 Custodial Services Dept. of Agriculture November 1, 2005 through
October 21, 2007
05PSX0339 Custodial Services Workers' Compensation Commission November 1, 2005 through
November 1, 2006

Contracts Expiring

Did you know that our state contracts are reviewed one to three months prior to the actual expiration date?

Click on the list of “Contracts Issued/Expiring In Last/Next 30/60/90/120 Days.” Choose the radio button marked “Expiring Contracts” and select

the time frame. Then click “Get Contracts”. That's all there is to it! Contract Search

Bid Notice Postings

Certification Central
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. Meet UConn Women'’s Basketball legend Rebecca Lobo at this year’s
CT $hops 2005. We are proud to announce that she will be the keynote speaker
at the luncheon and will be at the event to sign autographs and meet fans.
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The Office Equipment People

email: Susanne.Hawkins@po.state.ct.us
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Communications with Vendors

In light of the recent focus on ethics, and open, public, transparent and fair contracting, DAS Procurement staff have
frequently been asked the question if agency personnel can communicate with vendors when preparing for a pro-
curement. Certainly, to adequately do our jobs, we need to speak to companies to educate ourselves on their
products and services and the industry well in advance of soliciting bids for new products/services.

Here are a few things to keep in mind before starting those communications:

Observe all ethics rules. Staff must have read and under-
stood all State and the agency’s particular ethics rules.

Never have only one employee meet with a vendor; have at
least two, one of whom should be a purchasing/fiscal person
and one could be a technical person or a product user. The
idea is to have people from different areas of the agency
involved and have everything out in the open.

Whether vendors visit your office to give a presentation or
agency staff visit a trade show, they should never make any
promises/commitments to vendors about using their products
or services. The agency employees should really just be
“kicking the tires” and getting educated on what's available,
nothing more.

If a vendor is to provide substantive help to the agency on a
procurement or potential procurement, this help must be
provided only pursuant to an existing contract with that
vendor, and the contract must provide that the vendor shall
not submit a bid or proposal. If they help on the front end,
then they can't play on the back end.

There must only be one point of contact (one person) with
vendors once it has been decided to issue an invitation to bid
or request for proposals. That person is responsible for
answering all questions that come in from the outside, for
asking questions of vendors and for coordinating the entire
procurement in general. If DAS is that contracting authority,
your agency should not talk to any vendors at any time.
That's the role for DAS.

The procurement playing field must always be kept
level. This is paramount. So, no conduct of any
agency employee must ever be such that it can be
construed as collusive or fraudulent.

Staff must be encouraged repeatedly to consult with
in-house counsel on these matters, even if their
question is a “slam dunk”. It's important to estab-
lish an open culture inside the agency. If there’s no
in-house counsel, please contact DAS Procurement.

When in doubt, consider issuing a request for infor-
mation (RFI). A request for information can be as
simple as a single paragraph requesting information
on products or services. The RFl can be placed on
the state contracting portal openly and publicly and
vendors will have the ability to provide information
on their products and services.

Please be sure to share these guidelines with all of
your agency personnel, and do not hesitate to
contact DAS procurement with any questions or
concerns.

Catalog
Shopping?

Use this link to access the listing of the vendors,
contract numbers and contract names that have
been loaded into the Core-CT catalog.


http://www.das.state.ct.us/rfpdoc/Corecataloglist060905.pdf

Procurement 101 Live Broadcast
Now Available

In June, Procurement Services hosted a live webcast of Procurement 101 at the Department of Transportation’s
Division of Research in Rocky Hill. This two-hour training was held in front of a live audience and broadcast to
another live audience in Newington. Those participating were able to submit questions that were answered

during the live training.

Now you can view this event by accessing
the link below that will take you to the
Department of Transportation’s media
server. This on-demand video uses
Windows Media Player, a program that
may be downloaded from the left hand
side of this page. In the same area you
can control the volume and play status of
the video.

A cool feature is that there are bookmarks
that allow you to jump to the information
you are interested in viewing. Just click on
the drop down arrow to view the book-
marks. When you find a topic that you are
interested in, click on it and the video will
begin at that point. In addition, to insure
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Procurement 101

Procurement 101

Webcast & Training
June 8th, 2005

Introduction to Streaming Media v

PROCUREMENT 101 WEBCAST 6/8/05

ADA compliance, the text of the webcast has been synchronized with the video and can be read at the bottom of
the screen as the video plays.

The Procurement 101 live webcast was a collaborative effort with the Department of Transportation, who pro-
duced the video for the DAS Procurement Learning Center. We wish to thank all of the folks at the DOT Division of
Research for their assistance, willingness to share this exciting technology and for hosting the video on their
media server. This would not have been possible without them. So, sit back, get comfortable, click on the link
and enjoy “Procurement 101 Webcast & Training”.  See what you can learn without ever having to leave your
desk!

http://www.conndot.ct.gov/media/das.aspx

Don't forget to stop by the Procurement Learning Center Booth #525 at CT $hops. Learn about the educational
information, including class schedules, available on our website. Be a “smartie” and be sure to say hello to the
PLC training crew!


http://www.conndot.ct.gov/media/das.aspx

What is a Patch, Bundle, Service Pack,

and an Up Grade?

A patch could be something that your Mom did to fix a
hole in your jeans. A bundle could be a group of stakes
or shingles. A service pack could be something that a
mechanic did to your vehicle to get it operating properly.

An upgrade usually means a promotion.

In today’s world these common terms have different
meanings since the implementation of our ERP Financial
and Human Resource System, known as Core-CI. They
are all references to the same situation “something is

broken” in the software that needs to be fixed.

A patch could be a single fix that is provided by Oracle/
PeopleSoft or developed by the Core-CT Development
team to correct one single problem with the software. A
bundle is generally a group of fixes to many problems
discovered in the software and these fixes are packaged
together “bundled” to correct the problems with the
software. A service pack is generally a grouping of
bundles to correct problems with the software. An up-
grade is moving from one version of the software to

another newly released version of the software.

Since the implementation of Core-CT in 2003, the
Financials Team has installed two service packs and one
set of bundles to the software, and they are currently

planning an upgrade to the software.

The success of service pack 2 and the post service
pack bundles is highly attributed to the users of the
system. Several agencies volunteered their employ-
ees to come and assist the Core-CT Financials team
with the testing process. Users came to Core-CT and
followed pre-developed test scripts to see if the
software was functioning properly. If they discovered
a problem this was reported to the Core-CT module
lead and the Development team would spring into
action by either correcting the problem themselves
or by contacting Oracle/PeopleSoft with the newly
discovered problem. After the user testing is com-
pleted, the fixes to the software are moved from the
testing environment to the Production environment
over the weekend. Once again the agency users are
contacted to come assist the Core-CT Financials
team with testing the Production system, generally
on a Sunday to make sure that the software is

working properly.

The agency users that have assisted in this process
have stated, “they like being involved with the
testing as they get to see the changes made to the
software so they feel they are ahead of the learning
curve when changes are made.” Plus, the Core-CT
Financials team really think the users like coming in
to partake in the culinary feast the team provides on

those Sunday’s.



CENTRAL PRINTING

" Offset printing

® Digital copies

® Color copies

® Binding, finishing, addressing
and mailing

® Delivery

® Coming soon - Online ordering

Letterhead, envelopes, business cards,
announcements, forms, brochures, posters, booklets,
manuals, cd covers and cds.

Ask about our graphic design, e-publishing, web

design and Flash production services.

For all your
printing
needs.
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Centrally Located at 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT
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