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SSIC Mission
The SSIC is charged with developing school safety Infrastructure standards that are in conformance with industry standards for school building infrastructure, and are in compliance with Chapter 173 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

The legislation directs the SSIC to examine a variety of school building safety infrastructure areas, including:  entryways, ballistic glass, solid core doors, locking systems, closed circuit television monitoring, use of security cameras, class room security and other security infrastructure features and design strategies.

Public hearings were held between June 2013 and September 2013 where building and fire officials; design and infrastructure experts; emergency responders and local officials were granted the opportunity to provide input on vulnerabilities specific to schools and the establishment of security standards. 
Vulnerabilities Specific to Schools:
1. Corridors and hallways
2. School entrance
3. Interior doors
4. Outdoor athletics and playgrounds
5. Classrooms
6. Multiple function and large assembly areas
7. Stairwells or areas of refuge

Guidelines for Establishing Standards
The proposed methodology for establishing guidelines for security were drafted based on commentary provided during the SSIC public hearings, guideline materials prepared by other States (FL, VA, TN, CA), and the Sandy Hook Commission Report. Materials outlined in the guidelines have more detailed product specifications in code books from the International Code Council. All of the guidelines are referenced throughout the IRVS Process to Assess & Design Safe Schools draft manual. IRVS provides a means to establishing specific safety and security standards based on an undesirable event.
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1. Entryways
A. Perimeter Entry
· Limited access points to school facility
· Monitoring of entry points 
· Control of vehicle access points 
· Control of pedestrian access points 
· Control the distance from the school for which a car can park 
· Site lighting

B. Building Entry
· Reinforced Doors
· Controlled access
i. Monitoring at point of entry
ii. Buzz in entry 
iii. Proximity Cards
· Communication system 
· Secondary door separation.

2. Windows/Glass
· Operable to allow for evacuation in an emergency
· Window to wall ratio
· Glass types

3. Entrance Doors
· Solid Core 
· CCTV monitoring
· Magnetic locks
· Electric strikes

4. Locking Systems 
· Mechanical locks 
· Auto locks
· Lock isolation sections 

5. CCTV. Audio/visual surveillance
· Main entrance, exit doors & other key locations 



6. Classroom Security 
· Classroom locks should be able to be locked from the inside. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Classroom locks should be easy to lock and allow for quick release during emergency.
· Classroom doors equipped with window
· Controlled hiding spaces – isolated area free from visibility

7. Other Security Infrastructure and Design Strategies.
· Establish Uniform Risk Assessment for districts to develop their own all hazards plan based on their safety needs.
· Panic Button or intercom call box
· Proximity cards 
· Mapping 
· Back up emergency lighting


