SET-ASIDE CLAUSES:

Full Set Aside:

This contract has been reserved for participation by only Connecticut DAS - certified small (SBE), minority (MBE), and women-owned (WBE) businesses and for DAS -certified businesses owned by persons with a disability.  Proposers are required to provide a copy of the company’s current certification certificate.  Bids received by other companies will be rejected.

2nd Tier Set Aside:

Proposers are advised that the awarded contractor may utilize small (SBE), minority; women; and persons with disabilities (MBE), owned business enterprises in the formulation of the subsequent contract award.  Proposers must include with their bid return their intent to utilize such contractors and to provide an established dollar volume of the proposal that will be conducted by small business enterprises.  In order for businesses to be considered as small business enterprises, they must hold a current certification of eligibility issued by the Department of Administrative Services, Business CONNections, as a small, minority, women or disabled owned business.

Proposers who have questions about the small business program should contact the Department of Administrative Services at (860) 713-5236.  Proposers who have questions about set-aside requirements of this contract should contact Meg Yetishefsky (DAS) at (860) 713-5236. 
Partial Set Aside:

It is the intention of the State to award ten percent (10%) of this contract to a Connecticut Small and or Minority Business Enterprises that are currently certified through Department of Administrative Services (DAS) Business CONNections department.

To become a certified small business, your company must meet the qualifications as determined by legislation, under Section 4a-60g of the Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.). 

Suppliers who have questions about the small business program should contact the Department of Administrative Services, Business CONNections Unit, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT  06106, Room G8A.  Please direct any questions to , Director, at (860) 713-5236.
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This bid has been reserved for participation by Certified -DAS Set-Aside - small (SBE) and small minority (MBE) business enterprises.  However, in our continuing effort to insure that state contracting is conducted in an inclusive, efficient and expeditious manner, bids will be accepted and reviewed from all vendors. 

If no bids from DAS-certified set-aside vendors are received or if no set-aside vendor’s bid is determined to be responsible, for all or some of the items, it is possible that an award may be split by item, between set-aside and non-set-aside bidders.

Your company may be eligible to become certified as a Set-Aside vendor if it meets the following criteria:

1.  Doing business and has its principal place of business in Connecticut for at least one year

2.  Gross revenues for the most recently completed fiscal year do not exceed $10 million

3.  51% of the ownership is held by a person/s who exercises the operational authority over the daily affairs of the business and has the power to direct policies and management and receives the beneficial interests of the business.

For additional information on our State’s Set-Aside Program contact the Business CONNections Unit at (860) 713-5236 or visit our web-site at www.das.state.ct.us/busopp.htm and click on the Set-Aside Program under the Supplier Diversity Program.

Set-Aside Bidder Requirements
Bidders should provide a copy of the company’s current certification certificate.  Also, DAS-certified bidders must indicate their set-aside status by writing SBE or MBE in the lower left-hand corner of the envelope in which the bid is submitted.  If DAS Procurement cannot identify the bid as a Connecticut Certified Small Business Enterprise (SBE) or (MBE) from the outside of the bidder’s sealed envelope, then the bidder waives the right to be considered for an award under the small business set-aside designation.

Non-Set-Aside Bidder Requirements
Bids from non-certified vendors will remain sealed unless it is determined that no set-aside vendor’s bid was determined to be responsible.  In the event that the non-set-aside bids are opened at a later date and the non-set-aside bidders would like to be notified of when they are opened, vendors must place their telephone number on the outside of their sealed envelope.  Should a set-aside vendor win the award, non set-aside vendors may retrieve their sealed bids.  Retrieval may occur only: (1) upon the agency’s receipt of a letter of request on company stationery, signed by an officer of the company; and (2) if the bidder’s name or other identification appears on the outside of the envelope.  

Contract Award Procedure/ Basis of Award

Bids will be accepted and reviewed from all vendors.  If no bids from DAS-certified set-aside vendors are received or if no set-aside vendor’s bid is determined to be responsible  for all or some of the items, an award may be split by item, between set-aside and non-set-aside bidders.
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